
Report from National UCW AGM 

September 2014 – Mississauga, Ontario 

Highlights as reported by:  Madelyn Craven, BC Conference UCW President 

- The Conference in Mississauga was held at the Queen of Apostles Renewal Centre 
which is a Catholic Retreat Centre. 

- The theme was “Walk With Me” 
- Final breakdown of the Morogoro money – all has been spent except for just under 

$17,000.  A suggestion was made to do a study of how the project went – some 
objections were made about using the remainder for that purpose, although there is 
recognition that the Church would benefit from learnings from this project to help shape 
future projects. 

- The Morogoro project ended up taking the training out to the villages so more midwives 
could be trained. 

- National UCW Secretary is Emily Pettypiece 
- BC Conference has the lowest numbers of UCW members, but they did not include 

groups which are NOT in Active Presbyterials!!  All numbers were sent so not sure how 
this happened. 

- Booklet “Bread Not Stones:  Taking Action to End Child Poverty” is a study of child 
poverty.  The National UCW has agreed to take on the issue of child poverty as a 5-year 
project and wants all UCWs to work towards this end.  The booklet has various 
resources and strategies that can be used, according to the wishes of each area.  The 
booklet is available online at: 

http://www.united-church.ca/files/economic/poverty/bread-not-stones.pdf 

- Philanthropy Report:  the phenomenal amount given by UCW to M&S exceeds $1 million 
per year 

- Lynn Lancaster is on the Committee to write a new UCW Guideline book.  The new 
guidelines are less rigid and more flexible to allow for groups to do what makes sense in 
their specific area.  Many women are forming groups outside UCW because they 
perceive UCW to be primarily about fundraising. 

- There was discussion of eliminating one level of governance in the United Church of 
Canada (Conference or Presbytery), but no decision was made.  Some indications are 
that UCW may wish to keep their levels as is to facilitate communication. 

- Speakers:   
o The Moderator, Gary Paterson, spoke and was very impressive with his remarks.  
o  Lois Wilson also spoke.   
o Michael Blair made a presentation and there is a DVD available.   
o Catherine Christie, a Korean missionary from UC Canada spoke about her work.   

- No tours of National Office were done this time. 
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